








 

Career Link:  Problem Solving 

Local Employer:  Meridian Coca Cola 
Exercise/Activity:  Test must be done on Coca Cola products during production to make sure that the quality or the product is as it should be.  For these tests to occur two products must be pulled from the line every 30 minutes and tested.  During a regular production period about 32 containers glass or plastic are tossed into the trash along with their tops, which are metal or plastic depending on the container.  These products are being wasted; however, the product MUST be tested.  What can be done to prevent wasting these containers?  Students your task is to research whether or not these products are recyclable.  If they are find out how throwing away these products add to pollution.  Research the effects pollution has on our environment locally and global.  How has pollution increased?  What are we doing to stop pollution?  What can you do to help stop pollution other than just recycling?  Find out what businesses/industries in our area are doing to help prevent pollution.  Choose one business/industry to write a letter to and ask them what specific efforts they are making to recycle or to help stop pollution.   
LEVEL:  7th Grade  

OBJECTIVE:  4c – Investigate and research environmental concerns of the land, water, and air.
STRATEGIES:  TLW discuss the environment and the effects that pollution has on it.  TLW compare and contrast global and local pollution issues.  TLW investigate what is beginning don to aid in stopping pollution of a global level as well as a local level.  TLW investigate what local business/industry is doing to prevent pollution.  TLW develop ways to help/stop the pollution problem on a local level (recycling, etc.).
STUDENT PERFORMANCE TASKS:  TLW research global pollution and local pollution.  TLW also research how pollution has increased from the past to the present.  TLW write letters to local businesses/industries to see what they are doing to prevent pollution in our area.  TLW come up with ideas/ways to recycle and etc. That will help the pollution problem locally.
MATERIALS/RESOURCES:  Computers, Internet Access, Paper, Pencils, Encyclopedias, Books on Pollution, Permission from local businesses for students to write to them, Earth Day Information, and Videos of the Recycling Process  

SOLUTION:  TLW gain a better understanding of what pollution is and what causes it.  TLW also have knowledge of how our area compares to the rest of the world when it comes to pollution and recycling efforts.  TLW receive information on what they can do to help the environment.  TLW see how serious Global warming is on our environment.                         

ASSESSMENT:  TTW read the letters written by TL to check them for errors before they are sent out.  TTW ask questions aloud throughout this entire process to make sure that TL comprehends what is being learned.  TTW listen to what TL reports from their findings of researching global and local pollution.
INTEGRATION:  English – writing a letter with proper grammar and punctuation; Math – charts and graphs will be used to view the pollutants global/locally; Math – a comparison can be made using a bar graph to compare pollution or a line graph to show a rise/fall in pollution; History – investigation how pollution has increased from the past to the present; History – investigating how ways of recycling has changed from the when it started until now.
April McCary is a 7th grade science teacher at West Lauderdale Middle School and interned at Meridian Coca Cola.
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