








 

Career Link: Reporter/Publisher
Local Employer: The Meridian Star
Exercise/Activity: Writing and publishing a school newspaper.  To begin this activity, have a reporter from local newspaper to speak with students about the job of a reporter.  And/or plan a trip to tour the local newspaper.

LEVEL:  Elementary/Middle
OBJECTIVE:  Write articles and publish a school newspaper using good communication skills, writing, editing, and working together.
STRATEGIES: 
1.  Discuss the reporter’s job responsibilities:

· gathering and organizing information

· researching a topic

· interviewing people

· writing a story

· taking photographs and illustrating

2.  Discuss the skills needed by a reporter:

-  listening

-  reading

-  writing

-  using technology

3.  Read a few articles from a newspaper.  

4.  Brainstorm topics that students could write articles to publish a school newspaper.   

STUDENT PERFORMANCE TASKS:  Students will work in small groups and write an article about “news” at school.  They will interview source of news, write an article, and have another group help them edit grammar and mechanics.
MATERIALS/RESOURCES:  newspapers, computers, pencil and paper

SOLUTION:   Each group will provide an article and help publish a school                        

Newspaper.
ASSESSMENT:  Group work and writing rubric
INTEGRATION:  This activity integrates writing and communication 
Kimberly Barrett is a 4th grade teacher at Northeast Elementary School and interned at the Meridian Star
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