








 

Career Link: Safety Manager
Local Employer: Mississippi Power Company
Exercise/Activity: Brainstorming, Problem Solving, Communication Skills

You are the Mississippi Power Company Safety Procedure Manager and a lead lineman that has been working at the company for over 17 years has been involved in two safety violations in the past 3 months. This employee has always been very safety conscience but since he has had “family problems”, he is not focused on proper safety procedures. Both of the safety violations involved the use of a cell phone while operating a utility vehicle. The first incident involved not following proper procedures in checking before backing up his truck and another vehicle was almost hit. The second incident involved running off of the road and almost having a collision with a mail box. Both of the incidents were a result of cell phone usage while on the job. This employee has received 2 warnings and if there is another incident his job will be terminated. This employee is going through a great deal of emotional stress in his personal life. What can be done to help this employee? What safety training can be done to help him get “back on track?” What personal assistance can be offered to him? 
LEVEL:  Middle School 
STRAND: 

OBJECTIVE:  To become aware of a real life problem of a valued employee and to collaborate to help prevent termination and stop safety violations.
STRATEGIES: Distribute copies of pages out of the safety manual concerning cell phone usage on the job, proper vehicle usage and driving procedures. The students will brainstorm and work in groups of 3 people.
STUDENT PERFORMANCE TASKS: The student will brainstorm in their group and come up with 3 different ways to help the employee. When the groups have brainstormed and collaborated they will list their results on a poster to be presented to the rest of the class.
MATERIALS/RESOURCES:  Safety Manual, copy of problem and poster board.
SOLUTION: The solutions will vary from group to group.

ASSESSMENT: Group work and Poster presentation

INTEGRATION: This activity can be used to integrate brainstorming, collaboration with others, interpersonal skills and following policies and safety procedures.

Jane Jackson is a 6th and 7th grade social studies teacher at Northeast Lauderdale Middle School and interned at MS Power Company.
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